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IMMEDIATELY 
MISSOULA--
$23,000 ELROD PROGRAM APPROVED 
FOR lJNIVERSITY IN LIFE SCIENCES 
\val ton/ ds/rr 
11/18/77 
state + cs + 
The Board of Trustees of the University of Montana Foundation h~s unanimously 
approved the "Morton J. Elrod Program in the Life Sciences" for the UM zoology, 
botany and microbiology departments. The program will be funded under a $23,000 
endowment provided in the will of Mary Elrod Ferguson. 
The Elrod Program was proposed by Prof. John F. Tibbs, director of the UM 
Biological Station at Yellow Bay on Flathead Lake. Included in the program are 
provisions for scholarships for students to study the Biological Station. Also included 
are provisions for library acquisitions, visiting speakers and public education in 
the life sciences. 
The program will be directed by a committee composed of faculty from the life 
sciences departments at UM. 
Morton J. Elrod, in whose memory the program was established, was a long-time 
member of the UM biology faculty. He founded the Yellow Bay Biological Station. The 
donor, Mary Elrod Ferguson, was Elrod's chughter, and "virtually grew up at the 
biological station," according to one campus source. 
She received a bachelor of science degree from UM in 1911. From 1918-20, she 
served UM as a biology instructor. She was dean of women on the UM campus from 1935-46, 
and during 1947-57 she helped to direct the museum on the Missoula campus. 
Mary Elrod Ferguson reti.red from public life in 1957, having been active in 
civic and campus organizations in Missoula. She died on Feb. 13, 1975. 
In her will, she asked that her bequest be used at UM "to encourage and reward 
good scholarship and study" in the life sciences and to preserve the memory of her 
father. 
## 
UM TO HOST ABOUT 300 HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS--page 2 
Feyerharm said disagreements often surface in the course of debate, and that this 
"forces the students to do research and to draft resolutions." 
Some issues likely to be discussed at this year's session, Feyerh~nn saiJ, ar~ 
economic and oil-related issues, South African racial issues, the arms agreement 
and population and the impact of worldwide growth. 
Feyerharm said University students who serve as advisers to the high school 
students sometimes devise emergency problems, such as announcing that two countries 
have gone to war, and in this way the high school students receive experience in 
handling hypothetical international crises. 
## 
